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IN   ATTENDANCE: Cherie Robinson (Chairperson + Parent),  Sandi Cowan (Non-teaching staff + Parent), Althea Taylor Parent),  

                                      Renata Zuern (Parent), Jennifer Van Klink (Parent) and Kathy Smith (Recording Secretary + Parent).    

 

ITEM DISCUSSION     /      ACTION     /     DECISION 
Welcome  and  
Introductions 

Cherie called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.   Cherie introduced a new member, 
Jennifer Van Klink, to the group.  Thank you very much, Jennifer, for your interest and 
support!   
 

Acceptance of Agenda  
 

An Agenda was formally presented  for review, and accepted by all. Addition of one late 
item to Agenda: School Council Survey.  

Declaration of  
Conflict Of Interest 

None 

Approval of 
Previous Minutes 

With quorum, the Summary of January 10, 2012 was distributed by Cherie for review.  
Three minor corrections were made. (NOTE: No Minutes were composed at the previous 
meeting of January 10, 2012, due to low attendance because of illness.) 
 

Business Arising from 
Previous Minutes 

Mental Health :   
- Information Booth at upcoming Parent/Teacher Night -  March 28 
- Parent Workshop being held during Mental Health Week in early May.  The 

Group is still working out the exact dates, location, community partnership, 
funding and other details.  Stay tuned! 

 

Communication 
Received 

 
 People For Education January newsletter   (www.peopleforeducation.ca ) 

detailing upcoming „unprecedented (spending) restraint‟, which may result in 
larger class sizes, reduction of some programs, resources, amalgamation and 
administrative cuts, to name a few. 
 
Other topics included:   
- New tougher legislation on „Bullying‟ 
- Decline in the percentage of students that say they “like to read.”   
- 2011 Report on Ontario’s School Councils  with “quick facts” 
- Lockdown Procedure: GHS Violent Incident Response Plan’, previously 

called  „Code Red‟.  Changes include confiscation of all cell phones during 
Lock Down, and different responses to interior vs. exterior dangers. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 „School Effectiveness Framework – District Support Feedback’ resulting from 
a visit to our school from the District Review Team Members.   
 
Some comments made by the Review Team included: 
 
- GHS has a positive climate with respectful and open students 
- Pride in work, pride in school, great spirit 
- Evidence of strategic use of technical and other resources  
- Staff is open and willing to share the work they‟re doing to help students learn 

Non-Teaching Staff 
Report  
(by Sandi Cowan, E. A.) 
 

1. GHS is now down one Educational Assistant from last term; now nine EA‟s. 
2. John Weir has retired + Aubrey Cooper has filled his position.  Welcome! 
3. EA Sherry Pilger is temporarily filling Kristen Dalby‟s position, due to the birth of 

Kristen‟s baby girl in January!  Congratulations to the Dalby family!! \ 
4. The PALS group is going to enjoy a snow day at Hidden Valley ski resort 
5. March 1: GHS Drama Troupe will perform for all students, and interested parents 
6. Battle Of The Books happening in April. 11 books involved and indiv. challenges 

http://www.people/
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Teachers Report 
(by Craig Horsley) 
 

In Craig‟s absence, Sandi Cowan reported that Panterfest is coming soon.  The 
Student Council is currently working on these details, and date will be announced. 

Principal’s  Report  
(by Rick Sellon) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Some minor changes were made to the GHS lockdown procedure as a result of a 
training session held by the OPP and attended by Ms. Brown and Mr. Sellon 

 District Staff visited GHS on Dec 6 for the Student Success Inventory analysis – a 
very positive report was delivered to staff the same evening – many school 
strengths were identified by the District guests in the areas of daily learning 
goals, use of the three part lesson, staff use of descriptive feedback, and 
self/peer assessment practices – (the report was shared with Parent Council 
Members) 

 Ms. Humphries grade 12 resource management class made a very convincing 
presentation /proposal for the banning of bottled water at GHS.  GHS students 
and staff will be encouraged to bring re-useable water containers to school and 
use the recently installed hydration station (cold, filtered tap water).  Ms. 
Humphries’ students hope to reduce the amount of waste the school produces 
and to provide awareness about the stewardship of our planet.  Bottled water 
will no longer be sold/used at student or staff events.  

 Gryphons were treated to a pancake breakfast – made and served by staff  on 
Friday Dec 16th  -  the event was very well attended 

 GHS distributed $17, 985 from the school bursary fund to 16 students (last 
year’s graduates) just prior to the Christmas holiday 

 Empty Bowls and the Annual Xmas Penny Drive resulted in $5771 passed on to 
the Gravenhurst Salvation Army for the local food bank at the GHS Christmas 
Assembly  

 GHS applied for and will receive $1000 from the SMDHU for a Healthy High 
Schools project – the activities will encompass topics on tobacco awareness and 
a healthy physical environment (healthy food choices and physical activity) – Mr. 
Churchward’s sem II business class will ‘head up’ the Tobacco Awareness 
Campaign and members of the school Healthy Living Committee will promote 
the other ‘healthy’ activities .   

 Mr. Sacrey and Mrs. Edwards hosted a Fine Arts night of music and drama for 
students, parents and staff on Wed. Jan 18th – the affair was well attended and 
enjoyed by all 

 Sue Buckingham and the Grade 12 Visual Art Class held their annual show at 
the Grace and Speed on Jan 19th – a tremendous amount of talent was displayed 
by GHS students in all types of media  

 GHS managed to get through exams without a bus cancellation day – all exams 
took place on their scheduled dates 

 Sem II began on Friday Feb 3 and Sem I report cards were mailed home to 
parents on Wed Feb 15th  

 On Tuesday Jan 7th Sue Buckingham and Eric Barz met with all students and 
parents traveling to Italy over March break – the evening was held to go over 
the itinerary, safety precautions while traveling and last minute discussion re bus 
travel 

 The GHS ski/snowboarding club (25 students, 3 staff) went on an evening 
skiing/boarding excursion on Friday Feb 10th to Blue Mountain resort in 
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Principal’s  Report  
(by Rick Sellon) 
continued... 

Collingwood – great fun, students well behaved and all were returned to GHS by 
11pm that evening safe and sound! 

 Grade 10 students are participating in an OSSLT ‘blitz’ over the next 6 weeks in 
preparation for the writing of the provincial literacy test on Thursday March 29th 
– the ‘blitz’ involves a number of teachers providing instruction on the various 
aspects of the test – every Wednesday during the block C period.  Previous 
writers, who were unsuccessful, will be meeting with Joyce Mackay and Emily 
Steel in small groups to prepare for their second attempt 

 Mr. Sacrey and the GHS drama troupe will be performing at the Sears Festival in 
Barrie on Tuesday Feb 28th at the Mady Centre – 6:30 pm 

 All schools in the TLDSB are moving to a new student administrative system 
called Power School – the new system replaces eSIS and it should be up and 
running for Sept 2012 – school computer users, guidance counsellors, and 
administration are participating in PD session on the use of the system – one 
aspect of Power School is that it will allow students to make their course 
selections on line. 

Breakfast  
Program Report 
 

 Thank you, wonderful volunteers, for giving many of our children a strong start to their 
day by offering your time and efforts so generously.  All is well! 

New Business Arising Cherie attended the recent District School Council Meeting, held in Bracebridge.  Cherie 
announced that it is our intention to shine a spotlight on Mental Health issues (Information 
Booth on March 29, and Parent Workshop in May.)  It was received with much interest by 
the Bracebridge and Huntsville Parent Council chairs.   $2,300 is available for use for a 
district-wide project like this „Mental Health‟ workshop.  A subcommittee was formed, 
which included Cherie, and discussions of pros and cons, venues, et al issues are being 
pondered at this time.  More information will follow shortly.  

 

In  General  Completed the „New Council Survey’ as a group. 
 

Funding Opportunities Ideas for best use of funds:  
 

 Parent Engagement Fund ($500.00).  Rick submitted his intent to apply.  
 

 Healthy High Schools Grant (last year it went to „Healthy eating‟.)  This year, we 
could focus on tobacco, etc. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 

Tuesday April 3, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the G. H. S. library.   
 
Drop in and bring a friend to our next meeting, and discover more about your  
‘teen’s scene’ here at Gravenhurst High School! 
 

Meeting Adjourned 9:17 p.m.   
 

 


