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IN   ATTENDANCE:  
Cherie Robinson (Chairperson + Parent), Alison Turnbull (Principal), Sandi Cowan (Non-Teaching Staff + Parent), Craig Horsley 
(Teacher + OSSTF Rep.), and Kathy Smith (Recording Secretary)   

 

ITEM DISCUSSION     /      ACTION     /     DECISION 
Welcome  and  
Introductions 

 -       Alison Turnbull, our new GHS Principal, attended ‘solo’, replacing retired Rick Sellon. 
- Principal Turnbull and Kathy Smith were formally introduced. 
- Cherie called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.    

 

Acceptance of Agenda  
 

An Agenda was formally presented by Cherie, and was accepted by all, with one addition: 
- New Brochures from CAMH  

 

Conflicts Of Interest None 
 

Approval of 
Previous Minutes 

The Minutes of January 15, 2013 were reviewed, and no changes were required. 
 

Business Arising from 
Previous Minutes 

 Job Action by Teachers’ Union – Update by Principal Turnbull  

 Teachers have been told by OSSTF that they can resume extracurricular activities if they 
choose.  At this time we have a number of extra-curricular activities up and running – 
boys’ curling was first out of the block and Ms Ziorjen and the boys are now at OFSSA 
curling in Ottawa.  Our Improv Group will be travaelling to Sudbury this weekend, with 
Mr. Sacrey and Ms Cowan, for the Regional Improv Games.  Badminton, both Junior and 
Senior, has now begun with the help of Mr. Dash and Mr. Barz. Lacrosse will begin soon. 

 
GHS/GPS to co-host two  F R E E  Parent Evening Workshops @ GHS on April 9, 2013 
“How To Raise Confident and Motivated Kids/Teens” with guest speaker Monique Howat 
 
 Details are found on the GHS website:   http://www.ghs.tldsb.on.ca   

 FREE:  Refreshments, Light Snacks, and Childcare provided by Muskoka Family Focus 

 FREE: Pizza and movies for the children, during the workshop 
                                    Please RSVP by April 4

th
. 

 

Communication 
Received 

1. People For Education newsletter (Google:   http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/ 
2. ‘Perc’s, Oxy’s and Other Pain Pills’ by CAMH:   http://www.camh.ca 
3. ‘Youth + Prescription Painkillers – What Parents Need to Know’  http://www.camh.ca  

 

Student Council Report Neither Mary Lee, nor an alternate rep., was in attendance, and no SC report was received.  
 

Non-Teaching Staff 
Report 
(Sandi Cowan EA) 
 

PALS (Practical and Academic Life Skills) group has enjoyed swimming at the YMCA twice monthly.  
There are many positive lessons learned including how to get there, and how to use the facility. 
This outing is very much looked forward to by the group of 7 students. 
 

Teachers Report 
(Craig Horsley) 
 

Things are getting back to normal as many clubs, teams and sports resume. 

Principal’s  Report  
(Alison Turnbull) 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Report 
The PowerSchool challenge – definitely created some headaches when it came to reporting time.  
We appreciate everyone’s patience but can also appreciate their frustration. We have learned a 
lot going through this process for the first time and hope to be better prepared for final report 
cards in June. 
 

http://www.ghs.tldsb.on.ca/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/
http://www.camh.ca/
http://www.camh.ca/
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Principal’s Report cont. 
(Alison Turnbull) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hiring: 

 Sara Underwood went on maternity leave (baby boy Lewis Bryan Underwood born 
March 13th) and GHS was able to hire Darla Searle, a hospitality teacher who was 
working at BMLSS. 

 Jennifer Jewiss has been hired by the board as the curriculum consultant.  

 Acting Arts Dept. Head is Leanne Edwards, Acting Science Dept. Head is Iggi van Kooten, 
and new CAWS Dept. Head is Eric Barz.   

 LTO teaching positions were granted to Andrew Churchward (history and geography), 
Kirsten Hamara (math and science) and Kyle McClure (math and world studies).  Kirsten 
will be going on maternity leave in the middle of May when Erika Hemington will be 
returning from her maternity leave. 

 Two retirements have been announced for June 2013 – Kathy Brown (vice principal) and 
Suzanne Currie (teacher/librarian) 

Other: 
 OSSLT is the morning of Thursday, April 11

th 
for all Grade 10 students who are first time 

writers, and for those who have been unsuccessful in the past.  Every Thursday during 
Block C, Penta Ledger, our Student Success Teacher, and Emily Steel, our Instructional 
Lead have been going into the Grade 10 classes to prepare students for the test. 
 

 Spring field trip requests are starting to come in 
 

 Mr. Willmott and Mr. Churchward will be taking their Grade 9 Geography classes and the 
senior Native Studies classes to the ROM in April and the Grade 10 history students to 
Base Borden in May 
 

 Mrs. Clarke is taking the Health and Wellness (SHSM) students the ACC -- tour of Maple 
Leaf Sports to see all of the jobs available in the H & W sector and to see a Raptors game 
 

 HFN2O is attending a fashion show at George Brown College 
 

 We are continuing with certifications this spring for our co-op and construction tech 
students.  We will be running both a MedA3 boating license course and a chainsaw 
course.  The students in H&W will be completing the infection control certification. 
 

 Jennifer Schandlen and I visited all of the Grade 8 classes in our elementary feeder 
schools to welcome them to GHS, talk about course selections and the online process.   
We brought two graduates with us from each of the schools to answer questions and 
talk to students about the differences between elementary school and high school.   
 

 During the time of the protest, we did hold a successful Grade 8 Open House with the 
help of our department heads.  There was a great turn out of both students and parents.  
We are currently in the process of timetabling the students for next year and staffing the 
building.    
 

 This year’s projected FTE was 313.  Our projected enrolment for the 2013-2014 school 
year is an FTE of 338 
 

 Interim reports are going home on Monday, March 25
th

.  Parent/teacher interviews are 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 27

th
 from 5:30pm-8pm. 
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Breakfast  
Program Report 
 

DID YOU KNOW . . . 
 

  That 60 GHS students rely on the Breakfast Program each day? 
 They say “thank you” to all of our wonderful volunteers, and that YIG donates food? 
 More volunteers are always needed, especially during the ‘Snow Bird’ months? 

 

District SAC Meeting, 
Feb. 7, 2013 
 

Cherie gave update from recent District SAC meeting.   

Other Topics: Valentine’s Day Fundraiser feedback –  
It has been brought to our attention that some students do NOT receive any Valentines 
gifts/wishes, which may result in feelings of being excluded.  More discussion will take place 
about whether or not to continue this yearly fundraising practice.  We are sensitive about the 
feelings of all of our students!   

 
New Brochures from CAMH (Centre for Addiction & Mental Health) -  
* ‘Perc’s, Oxy’s and Other Pain Pills’ by CAMH:   http://www.camh.ca 
* ‘Youth + Prescription Painkillers – What Parents Need to Know’  http://www.camh.ca 
Cherie asked that these two brochures be put on the school website if possible.  The brochures 
will be available from CAMH soon and an order will be placed so that they can be distributed to 
both parents and students.  
 
Survey  - 
Our group completed the annual ‘People For Education’ Parent Council survey, and Principal 
Turnbull will prepare the electronic submission on our behalf.  Thank you Alison! 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 

Thursday (not Tuesday), May 23rd, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the G. H. S. library.   
(We are focusing on the Parent Workshop’s on April 9th, in place of the April meeting.) 

 

Please drop in and discover more about your ‘teen’s scene’ here at G. H. S. and 
remember:    Our Parent Council is not involved in ANY FUNDRAISING efforts! 
 

Meeting Adjourned 8:57 p.m.   
 

 

 

 

http://www.camh.ca/
http://www.camh.ca/

